THE PRESENT DAY
working-class population of Italy was up in arms.
Nearly everywhere a general strike was proclaimed and
there were some serious disorders. It only needed a call
to fight the good fight and the forces of revolution would
be masters of the land. Mussolini, feeling confident of
victory, insisted that the movement should be followed
up. But to his stupefaction the party leaders refused to
support him. They drew the line at an appeal to violence.
And more than that, the labour organizations, who had
been skilfully got at by the 'parasites', decided on a re-
sumption of work. The old bourgeoisie and their govern-
ment had won the day.
Hardly had Mussolini had time to give vent to his
indignation at the socialist leaders3 treachery than the
Great War broke out.   Not only did the patriot feel a
thrill, but the socialist as well.   War alone could deliver
from bondage the lands that had been sundered from
the fatherland.   Social emancipation also it would bring
perforce, for a breath from the spirit of revolution has
life in it, whereas books only breathe the odour of death.
From the very beginning the editor of Avanti was for
intervention.   He was urged along that path by Battisti.
Battisti, too, had grasped the significance of the con-
juncture, and as an irredentist his patriot blood was set
on fire.   From within the ranks of the socialist party
they entered on a fierce campaign for the abandonment
of neutrality.
Again, as in June3 Mussolini's activities were held up
by the theorists and politicians of his party, who had
remained faithful to German social-democracy. Then
his anger broke forth. He raged furiously against the
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